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Evacuation's impact on sense of
identity among Gaza and Northern
.Samaria Jewish evacuees N
Luzon, I. Schnell, S. Shamai and
S. Arnon

This paper examines Gaza and
Northern Samaria evacuees' loss
of sense-of-place, and its
implications for their sense of
identity, following the August 2005
disengagement.. According to
Breakwell's dynamic of identity
structuring, an external or internal
threat to identity results in
imbalance, leading individuals to
choose a strategy of action to
.return to the desired equilibrium
'Place’, central to the evacuees'
existence, was an axis around
,which personal, communal
national, and quality-of-life
'aspects coalesced. 'Place
appears at three levels in the
evacuees’ discourse: 1) Domain
for selfrealization and
,empowerment, 2) Social domain
and 3) National domain; each
represents another aspect of
-individual identity. Principles-of
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Abstracts

Sense of place components of the
uprooted people of Gaza Strip
.and North Samaria S. Shamai, S
Arnon, I. Schnell & N. Luzon

The study probes the meaning of
the term "sense of place", by
examining what characterizes
each level of the scale of place
,(home, settlement and region)
and what the main components of
sense of place are. We examined
evacuees three years after 120
they were removed from their
homes in the Gaza Strip and
.North Samaria (West Bank)
Their level of sense of place was
investigated for both their current
and their previous place, which for
most evacuees was very central to
their lives and beings. They still
have very strong positive feelings
towards their previous (lost) place
(home, settlement and region) in
contrast to the feelings towards
their current place, particularly
,2fowards their current homes
mainly among those who do not
as yet reside in their permanent
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